
branch of the subject, and we can recommend the volume to
those who need a work on these diseases.
Laryngeal Phthisis. By Richard Lake, F.R.C.S., Surgeon,
Laryngological, North London Hospital for Consumption,
etc. With Thirty-six Illustrations. Cloth. Pp. 94. Price
$2.00. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1901.
This attractive little book of ninety pages presents the au-

thor's personal observation of over three hundred cases of the
disorder. The bulk of the work is given up to a concise state-
ment of symptoms, signs, pathology, prognosis and local treat-
ment, and a brief display of cases from the author's clinical
records. The thirty-six cuts are excellent in drawing, but
the coloring is somewhat exaggerated, a criticism, however,
which is applicable to the vast majority of colored plates made
to represent the mucous membrane, normal, and the seat of
various degrees of inflammation. The author has included an

instructive tabulation of his 329 cases. The book is an addi-
tion to the literature of the subject, because it is a result of
personal experience and not a mere repetition of the work of
others.
International Globe and Geographical Manual. The In-
ternational Globe being printed back to back on one sheet.
Circular in Form, 28 inches in Diameter. Price $2.00. In-
ternational Globe Co., Continental National Bank Building,
Chicago.
This is a convenient form of condensed geography, the circu-

lar map with its attendant pamphlet furnishing a handy bird's\x=req-\
eye view of the great natural and political divisions of our
globe.

Miscellany.
Thrombosis of Iliac Vein.—Dr. William Osier exhibited at

a recent clinic a case of thrombosis of the iliac vein following
pneumonia, and the second case seen at the Johns Hopkins Hos¬
pital this year. Pneumonia has the largest percentage of fibrin
of any acute disease. The fibrin can be seen between the
rouleaux of red corpuscles and, postmortem, firm hard clots
are found in the heart. It is almost the only disease in which
we can draw out firm clots from veins and sinuses. In this
case a cord could be felt extending from the middle of Poupart's
ligament some eight inches toward the umbilicus. There was
no tenderness. There is danger of detachment of the clot and
sudden death. Hence the limb should be kept absolutely at
rest and should not be moved or handled much.
Fads in Medicine.—M. R. Brown, M.D., in the Chicago

Sunday Tribune, says : "From the days of Hippocrates until the
present time the mission of medicine has been to find out the
truth as to physical well being and by applying it to benefit
mankind. It has stuelied with scientific interest or viewed with
pity whatever "pathies" or fads have risen in its domain,
flourished for a time, and then fallen into decay. If by fads
in medicine we are to understand (as the definition of the
word implies) a trivial fancy adopted and pursued for a time
with irrational zeal, or a matter, whether important or unim¬
portant, imperfectly understood and taken up and urged with
more zeal than sense, we will find less fads in medicine than in
any of the other sciences. In fact, medicine, as I understand
it in its strict sense, is free from fads, but when confused with
some of the irregularities bortlering on or embraced in quack¬
ery, it must be admitted that it abounds in fads. Experiments
carried on with almost irrational zeal by some enthusiasts in
medicine have not been done as a fancy but as a search after
knowledge or as a means of benefitting mankind, and therefore
can not rightly be considered fadism. If a new principle is
enunciated, a new remedy discovered, or a new method of treat¬
ment worked out, patients flock for a longer or shorter time
to the physician concerned, and such a practice is often called
a fad. But the definition given does not apply., As instances
of real fads I would mention osteopathy and mental thera¬
peutics, including in the latter term "Christian Science," faith
healing, and Dowieism, mind cure, etc. The former owes its
recent origin to an obscure physician in western Missouri. It
had an earlier origin from Borelli, who flourished in Naples in

the early part of the S(venteenth century. It is a mechanical
theory of medicine, and like massage, of which it is an im¬
proved form, it has or may have a limited use. To maintain
it as an exclusive system is illogical, is a substitution of a part
for the whole, and the present pursuit of it is clearly fadism.
Mental therapeutics, especially in its most fashionable form
of "Christian Science," is only a revival, with Christian sym¬
bols, of the old pagan worship of the god Jîsculapius in pre-
Homeric days. The faith healers of that epoch, who were
called Asclepiads and who were bitter opponents of Hippo-
cratic or scientific medicine, repudiated drugs and healed, or
claimed to heal, disease by sacrifices, prayer, and moral
agencies. This seems to be the most rampant "medical fad"
of the day, but it will, like its ancient prototype, run its course
and be forgotten, for if disease is mere imagination and medi¬
cine a delusion, then all experimental science in all the prac¬
tical departments of life is equally so—a conclusion which
common sense refuses to accept. Medicine will endure and be
a power for good so long as men have bodies to suffer or decay.
Like its mistress—truth—it is everlasting. It is not omnis¬
cient nor infallible. It is subject to the limitations of human
nature. Its field of work, the human body, is still mysterious
and obscure and affected by all manner of influences from the
vast world outside. But medicine is honest and unselfish and
pursues its steadfast course, confident that fads and systems
will perish and that the truth will endure.

Societies.
COMING MEETINGS.

American Medical Association, St. Paul, Minn., June 4-7.
American Laryngological Association, New Haven, Conn., May

27-29, 1901.
American Pediatrie Society. Niagara Falls, N. Y., May 28, 1901.
American Gynecological Association, Chicago, May 30-June 1.
American Climatological Association, Niagara Palls, N. Y., May

30, 1901.
Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, St. Paul,

May 30, 31, June 1, 1901.
American Academy of Medicine, St. Paul, Minn., June 1-3.
National Con. State Medical Examiners and Licensing Boards.

St. Paul, Minn., June 3.
Association of American Medical Colleges, St. Paul, June 3.
American Medical Editors' Association, St. Paul, June 3.
Minnesota State Medical Society, St. Paul, June 3.
Indian Territory Medical Association, Vinita, June 4-5.
American Proctological Association, St. Paul, Minn., June 4-5.
American Dermatological Association, Chicago, June 4-6.
Rhode Island Medical Society, Providence, June 6.
South Dakota State Medical Society, Huron, June 10-11.
International Association of Railway Surgeons, Milwaukee, June

10-12.
Medical Society of Delaware, Lewes, June 11.
Oregon State Medical Society, Portland, June 11-12.
American Medico-Psychological Association, Milwaukee, Wis.,

June 11-14.
Maine Medical Association, Portland, June 12-14.
Massachusetts Medical Society, Boston, June 12.
Colorado State Medical Society, Denver, June 18.
American Orthopedic Association, Niagara Falls, June 11-13.
Medical Society of New Jersey, Allenhurst, June 25-27.
Wisconsin State Medical Society, Waukesha, June 26.

Lancaster City and County (Pa.) Medical Society.—
At the meeting of this Society, May 1, ten members were
elected delegates to the American Medical Association.
American Association of Life Insurance Examining

Surgeons.—The meeting of this Association will be held in the
Masonic Hall, Lowry Arcade, St. Paul, and not in the rooms of
the Ramsey County Medical Society as announced in last week's
issue.
Association of Life Insurance Medical Directors.—The

annual meeting of this Association will be held in Hartford,
Conn., May 28 and 29, under the presidency of Dr. George R.
Shepherd, Medical Director of the Connecticut Mutual Life
Insurance Company.
Ohio Pediatrie Society.—The seventh annual meeting of

this Society was held in Cincinnati, May 8, president, John M.
Dunham, Columbus, in the chair. The following officers were
elected: Dr. David S. Hanson. Cieveland, president; Drs.
Thomas V. Fitzpatrick and John H. MeCassy, Dayton, vice-
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